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Sunday  School  

 
Sunday School. Both words conjure up different memories for different folks. Put 
together, the words add an extra layer of memories impossible to sum up in their 
variety-some wonderfully positive memories, others less so. Thankfully my job right 
now is not to sum up anything, but to introduce an issue of St. Paul's Journal 
wonderfully written by some of the younger members of our parish with the help of 
a few old hands. The occasion is our completion of two hundred and thirty years of 

Sunday School at St. Paul's-something worth celebrating (as it was by the Chronicle Herald last weekend) and 
developing with intelligence and gusto in the coming years.  
 
My own Sunday School memories, formed far from St. Paul's, seem to feature long-awaited picnics and Holy 
Land slide shows and 'sword drills' (contests to locate biblical passages in a hurry!). Actually, I'm not sure I was 
an ideal Sunday School 'student' in my own youth. I was a 'kinetic learner'. My mind wandered. My body 
followed suit. Yet thanks to the dedication and good humour of many teachers, and the support of my parents, I 
learned the Christian Faith over the years. There were Bible stories when I was young, and verses to be 
memorized, and the books of Scripture to be learned in order, and more. And when my teenage rebellions 
resolved enough to allow me to actually put objections into genuine words—then sharp questions and tentative 
answers and warm debates carried on the work of what we Christians call catechesis. What is catechesis? It's 
how, in God's mercy, we let our lives be shaped, young or old, by the good news of the Gospel story we 
celebrate every Sunday in worship. Sunday School is a critical part of catechesis. 
 
I'm thankful for St. Paul's Sunday School, both its past and its present; its energy and faithfulness and creativity 
over the centuries, and the Director and volunteers who have worked hard throughout this past year. And I 
think you will be thankful too when you've read through this issue. It's what we call 'a good read'. 

 
Paul Friesen 
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St. Paul’s Sunday School 2013                Credit: Lisa Sutt. 
 

 
The Orig ins  of  Sunday  School  in  England and Canada 
 

Sunday schools came into existence in England in the late eighteenth century, in response to the then 
current social situation. As a result of the Industrial Revolution, most working-class children were being 
employed in factories for over twelve hours a day, six days a week. These children were not able to attend school 
and the illiteracy rates were rising quickly. In 1780, Robert Raikes founded a Sunday School in Gloucester, 
England. While other Sunday schools had been created prior to his, he is credited as the founder of the modern 
Sunday School Movement in England. Very quickly, other groups of people stepped in to turn Sunday schools 
into an institution. Initially, there was interdenominational participation in founding Sunday schools. Later, 
denominational control became a larger issue, as different groups developed different ideas about the way in 
which Sunday schools should be run and the curriculum that should be taught.  

The curriculum in Sunday schools was twofold, combining secular and religious instruction. The early 
schools had paid teachers, but after the nineteenth century, most of the teachers were volunteers. Church leaders 
wanted to teach the children and the youth basic Christian teachings and keep the youth off the streets and out 
of trouble on Sundays. While children from all socio-economic backgrounds attended Sunday School, more 
emphasis was placed on teaching working-class children, who could not attend week-day schools, how to read. 
Some historians have claimed that Sunday School was more influential in improving literacy among children than 
it was at encouraging Church attendance. Many working-class parents sent their children to Sunday School so 
that they could receive an education, despite the fact that they did not attend Sunday services themselves. 
Children often brought learning materials home, in effect, educating their parents. Sunday schools often held 
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many other social events for children, such as parades, picnics, and sporting competitions. These events 
provided some leisure and fun for the children and parents of working-class class families.  

Sunday schools did not receive any state funding. Most of the classes were held in rented buildings or 
peoples’ houses. The schools were usually run by a combination of religious and lay leaders, who were, 
increasingly, volunteers. Sunday schools received funds from “subscribers”, who were also invited to attend the 
classes to see the children’s progress, similar to school inspectors. They were also encouraged to nominate new 
children for enrolment in the schools.   

In 1803, the Sunday School Union was founded in London. It eventually became a national organization 
that produced periodicals, teaching materials, teacher training, and encouraged the development of more Sunday 
schools. By 1828, different Sunday School unions began to refer to the Sunday School Union in London as their 
parent union. By 1851, there were over 23 000 Sunday schools in England. The total enrolment was just under 
2.1 million. Almost all working-class children would have had some form of contact with a Sunday School. The 
Sunday School movement reached its peak in the 1880s, when enrolment was just under six million children. In 
the 1870s state education was established. As a result, Sunday School curriculum scaled back to focus solely on 
religious instruction.  

Canadian Sunday schools’ origins were in England and, more or less, paralleled English developments. 
The Reverend Dr. John Breyton, the first rector of St. Paul’s Church, founded St. Paul’s Church Sunday School, 
the first in Canada, in 1783. A Congregational minister, Reverend Francis Dick, formed another Sunday School 
in 1801, in Quebec. The Sunday School Union of Canada was formed in Montreal around 1822. In 1836, the 
Canada Sunday School Union was established to create Sunday Schools in new areas. In 1865, the Sunday 
Schools Association of Canada was founded.  

 
Anya Friesen 
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                               Picnic portrait- from St. Paul’s photo archive. 
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Suf f er the  Lit t l e  Ch ildren To Come  Unto  Me:  
The Golden Age of  the  S t.  Paul ’ s  Sunday School  (Early 20th Century)  
 

It is well recognized that in the years leading up to and following the First World War, religion played an 
ever-expanding role in the daily lives of Haligonians. This is evident in the record number of church-goers and 
those participating in church sponsored activities. Nowhere is this better exemplified than at St. Paul’s. Indeed, 
you might even call the early twentieth century the “Golden Age” of Sunday School at St. Paul’s. 
 As seen below, by 1900 there were 751 students enrolled. Where did the students come from?  Before 
the turn of the century, Halifax had grown as a shipping port. Now the industrialization of the manufacturing 
sector of the city, created an increase in population and in leisure time for many of the city’s inhabitants. Later, 
beginning in 1914, the war-time economy brought a flood of people to the city to help Halifax’s unique naval 
needs. The Sunday School grew steadily through the latter part of the nineteenth century and into the twentieth 
century.  

Year Enrolled Highest Attendance 
1790 35  
1890 350  
1900 751 521 
1904 964 629 
1906 1000 690 
1908 1294 772 
1910 1657 677 

 
Growth was facilitated and accommodated by the construction of the new Parish Hall replacing the venerable 
Argyle Hall in 1902.  Described by some as “a big barn of a place”, others appreciated its Gothic style and 
amenities. These included various halls, several classrooms, and a kitchen and, even, a library and a gymnasium.  
Further space was provided at St. Paul’s Mission Hall. 
 The 1910 Annual Report noted, “There are few buildings which are as well lighted and the ventilation is 
excellent. The new building has increased the efficiency of the School.  The officers and teachers have enjoyed 
more comfort and have worked to greater advantage.  Our plans of work have attracted attention in Europe and 
the United States, and have been highly commended by the experts.” 
Indeed, St. Paul’s Sunday School was selected by a committee of the Sunday School and Missionary Convention 
Exposition meeting in Rome, Italy, in 1907, as one of the few schools “justly regarded as representative and 
typical of the best American Sunday Schools.” 
 

       Within the Sunday School (1906) 
Department Scholars Teachers 
Primary 132 8 
Kindergarten 165 10 
Bible Class 183 8 
Mission Bible Class 169 2 
Senior Boys 131 16 
Senior Girls 166 23 
Scholars on Roll   1060  
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In addition to the Sunday School proper, there were a number of other departments under its 
jurisdiction. A Primary department had been established in 1872.  A Cradle Roll and Kindergarten were 
established in 1903, and a Home department 1906. 

The Cradle Roll was comprised of infants to age four. This department procured and registered the 
names, with date of birth, of all babies whose parents were parishioners. They prepared and distributed 
certificates and birthday cards. At the same time, they had a watchful eye to see what the needs of each home 
might be, and provided available assistance when required. The Cradle Roll department maintained enrollment 
on wall rolls in Sunday School. 

The Home department was established to make membership and fellowship of St. Paul’s possible for 
everyone. At times, 100 students were being visited by two or more teachers. The arrangement was a contract of 
sorts. All the privileges of St. Paul’s were available to the students who agreed to spend one-half hour per week 
at their assigned work. They had lesson help, could make use of the library and were included in special days. All 
of their names and their progress were recorded. Free will envelopes were devoted to Mission Work.  

In describing the Sunday School throughout this period two other areas must be included. The first is the 
Chinese School (founded in 1904) that grew quickly.  In 1906 the class consisted of four officers, 17 teachers and 
19 pupils.  By 1920, there were 49 students.  

The second is St. Paul’s Gospel Hall housed in what is now The Five Fishermen Restaurant.  The Hall 
originated, in part, because of space requirements. It also arose to meet the personal needs of many who sought 
less structure in their worship than found in St. Paul’s, and more inclusion of Gospel Music.  Both the Church 
and Sunday School were considered in all reports as integral components of St. Paul’s. 
 Given the numbers a central question is “how did they keep things organized”? The short answer lies in 
the work of a central committee consisting of 15 officers in 1906.  

 

Statistical Report of St. Paul’s Sunday School 
Officers, Teachers and Scholars, Easter, 1906 

OFFICERS: 
REV. W. J. ARMITAGE ................................................................................................................................................................Superintendent 
MR. ANDREW MACKINLAY ................................................................................................................................................ Lay Superintendent 
MR. J. C. MAHON .................................................................................................................................................... Assist. Lay Superintendent 
MR. THOS. FORHAN ............................................................................................................................................................................Treasurer 
MR. J. C. SCHAEFER.............................................................................................................................................................................. Secretary 
MR. H. P. BEZANSON...........................................................................................................................................................Assistant Secretary 
MR. C. W. BLETHEN.............................................................................................................................................................Statistical Secretary 
MR. E. W. SCHAEFER ............................................................................................................................................................Absentee Secretary 
MR. JOHN JOST .....................................................................................................................................................................................Librarian 
MR. KARL SCHAEFER  
MR. H. STANFORD .......................................................................................................................................Assistant Librarians 
MR. L. BEZANSON 
DR. ZWICKER 
MISS B. STURMY......................................................................................................................................................................................Organist 
MISS L. GRANT ...................................................................................................................................................................... Assistant Organist 
 TOTAL..........................................................................................................................................................................15 
 

 The committees operated according to an elaborate set of bylaws established in 1876. Several of these officers 
would have committees and subcommittees under their jurisdiction.  The executive were responsible for the ongoing 
operation of Sunday School, and, with assistance of many others, they spent considerable time in planning and 
organizing large special events, such as the summer picnic.  
 The planning for the summer picnic began in January. The two main locations were MacNab’s Island (which 
required multiple runs of a ferry) and the Prince’s Lodge. There were committees for transport, food, games and 
more.  In turn, there were sub-groups for specific jobs and times. 
 As well, there were the Christmas programmes.   The programmes took several nights. In 1906 the first 
involved the Primary Department. Tea was served at 5 o’clock. Mr. W. B. Kellogg then gave the children a splendid 
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magic lantern entertainment. The second evening had tea at 5 o’clock and a full programme followed. By 1909 four 
evenings were given to the programmes.  It is impossible to measure the significance of each event – what they 
contributed to the community and home life, and most importantly what it all meant for individual children. As well, 
many allied groups became part of the Church’s larger plan for youth.  The Church Lads Brigade appeared in 1900; 
St. Paul’s Boy Scout Troop was formed in 1912. It was reported that 50 were present, all in uniform on Coronation 
Day 1937. 
 The same can be said of the church/school’s concern for literacy and books.  It seems that this was a major 
tenant from the beginning of Sunday School.  Three of the 15 members on the central committee were linked to 
libraries.  The availability of the library was clearly stated in the arrangements with those who undertook home studies. 
In 1906, among other books, 225 Bibles were purchased for school use and 442 Church Sunday School Hymn Books. 
 Perhaps almost as beneficial as the Parish Hall to the success of Sunday School, is the presence of key figures 
that straddle the history of religious education in the early twentieth century.  The first is Reverend Armitage, who in 
his 32 years of service (1897 – 1929) trebled the enrolment of Sunday School and presided over many fairs, 
expositions, and administrative meetings.  Not to be underplayed is the role of Daisy Shee, the church’s first 
deaconess.  Arriving in October of 1919, Daisy taught Bible class and Sunday School.  The Parish Magazine noted 
that she “has had the advantage of Irish birth which gives her the sympathetic touch so necessary for winning others”.  
 But surely no figure looms larger in the history of Sunday School teaching than Miss Frances Kellogg, of 
whom it has been written that she “compared to Anna, the New Testament prophetess, ever-present in the temple”.  
At first she worked with young girls starting in 1883, but then she transitioned into work with the Loyal Workers 
Class for young men, who often substituted as teachers in the Sunday School, as well as performing other duties 
around the church.  Such devotion was there by this woman for her pupils that even upon her deathbed it was 
discovered that she had labeled pictures as gifts for her students.  The devotion was not unrequited, however, as 
elaborate banquets were held annually in her lifetime in her honour. This was reported in the Halifax Herald in 1933.   
While throughout its history St. Paul’s has often been known for class and formality, many of the children in the 
Sunday School were incredibly poor and would arrive in rags.  A passion for both the poor and the youth of Halifax 
was the foundation for much of Miss Kellogg’s actions.  It seems she made every effort to restore dignity to the 
downtrodden, washing and clothing them in Sunday School, as well as visiting the children and dispensing food as 
necessary, while encouraging Sunday School participation for new children she would meet on the streets. 
 The extent of her duties was endless, caring for every aspect of the lives of all involved in the Sunday School. 
She went so far as to prepare the Wednesday 15-cent dinners for the Sunday School teachers.  She organized events 
such as the annual Sunday School picnic, which punctuated the semester with frivolity in the form of games, races, 
prizes and, rather charmingly, lime juice served in white enamel cups. 
 And, much as we do today, Miss Kellogg would encourage creativity, organizing plays with the youth, the 
proceeds from which would go to needy families.  Rumour has it she even contributed from her own pocket.  On top 
of this she also organized the Church Fair, a three-day affair created to raise funds for relief and inspired by the need 
she saw in the victims of the Halifax Explosion.  The event brought in an average of $1800 annually, equivalent to $24 
000 today. Overall, she taught Sunday School for 51 years, a career only surpassed by her aunt Miss Tremaine, who 
served for 65 years. 
 The period was a Golden Age for St. Paul’s Sunday School.  Times and circumstances provided the ministry 
and leadership. There were considerable and on-going challenges related to all groups and ages.  Yet, there is little 
doubt that the children and youth were a major focus, and highly placed in the church’s vision.  Today we rejoice in 
their achievements and the great model and encouragement they provide. In times that are vastly different, we ask for 
God’s guidance and presence so that we too may fully seek to follow Jesus’ commandment, “Suffer the Children to 
Come to Me”.  

 

Pelham Flowerdew, with Derek Hounsell 
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St.  Paul ’ s  Chinese  Department;  Our  Historic  Global  Communi ty 
 

St. Paul’s Sunday School Chinese Department was dedicated towards educating new immigrants and 
instilling Christian teachings and values.  

Established in 1904, consisting initially of only one teacher and one pupil, this branch grew greatly in the 
next years and created relationships with not only with the students, but also with the larger St. Paul’s and 
Christian community. Within two years, there were 17 teachers and 19 pupils, and within ten years, 34 teachers 
and 36 students. This department met consistently on Sunday afternoons to review Scripture and on Mondays to 
teach reading, writing and arithmetic. This section of the Sunday School was a breath of fresh air for the new 
immigrants; previously faced with poverty, war and over-population, they had journeyed to Canada for work and 
experience, but had been greeted with discrimination, head taxes and severe restrictions on earning citizenship. 
Though going through many hardships, the Chinese students were seen by teachers to be enthusiastic, thankful 
and very generous towards each other and especially to the teachers. Many used the Sunday School education as 
a means to find better jobs in order to afford the head tax for family members. Each year, the Chinese 
Department was pleased to have many become baptized, and to further their learning by becoming confirmed.  

The Chinese Department also raised money in order to send support to China, specifically to Honan 
(Henan Province is located in eastern central China, on the plain between the Yellow and Huaihe rivers) and Fuh 
Kien (Fujian Province is located in south east China, on the coast of the East China Sea). In 1916, the Bishop of 
Honan visited St. Paul’s and baptized three pupils. Their first student, Tom Pang, though moving to Ottawa, 
kept in contact with his teachers and classmates and continued his Christian path. Many other pupils also moved 
around Canada and traveled back and forth from Halifax and China, either returning or continuing their 
Christian education elsewhere, and always keeping in touch with the directors of the Chinese Department. This 
is a clear example of the continuous outreach of the St. Paul’s Sunday School.  
 

Sabrina Secord 
 

 
 

 
Past Outreach at St.  Paul ’ s  Sunday Schoo l  
 

Back in the 1800’s and 1900’s, the St. Paul’s 
Sunday School conducted many outreach programs in 
Halifax and beyond. They did things from raising 
money to sewing clothes for the homeless. Back then 
there were three hundred kids attending the Sunday 
school - so we can’t be too hard on ourselves!  

A key group based in the Sunday School was 
the children’s sewing class. The children’s sewing 
class met every Wednesday and sewed clothes and 
other things. While they were there, they were 
supervised and instructed by several ladies who knew 
how to sew well. These clothes were then sold to the 
homeless for little cost.  In 1931, the sewing class 
spent $11.95 on materials, the equivalent of  $183.43 
now; they made $99 which is the equivalent of 
$1,519.65 now.  

One of  the large outreach programs with 
which the children assisted was the flower committee. 
They brought flowers to the sick and the shut-ins just 
like they do now. The flower committee also 
distributed fruit to poor families at Christmas.  
Another of  the groups in St. Paul’s was the Mite 
Society. The Mite society did several things but their 
main goal was to help send a clergyman around the 
County Harbor and several other places. He 
conducted some services and ministered to the 
spiritual needs of  the people. Every year the church 
collected around $500 (the equivalent of  what now is 
$14,000) to give to him and his family. Students used 
mission boxes and the money they contributed to 
support this cause. 

 
The church raised money to donate to many 

other outreach programs, such as the Sudan Mission, 
the Braille fund and the Leper fund. They put about 
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$500 into these organizations every year. Beginning in 
1894, the Sunday closest to Christmas was called ‘Gift 
Sunday”. Children and their parents brought many 
gifts that they had collected or purchased. A special 
committee packed and sent gifts to children in 
Country Harbour, Indian Harbour Lake, Liscombe 
and other locations. 

As well, money was sent to the Grenfell 
Mission’s Battle Harbour Hospital (Labrador, 
Newfoundland) to support St. Paul’s Cot – one of  the 
hospital beds. Funds were also disbursed to Northern 
Canada. 

In the 1900’s, the families of  St. Paul’s also 
started distributing goods and food to needy Halifax 
families at Christmas time. In 1901, more than 400 
people were given geese, beef, turkey, puddings and 
cakes. 

The St. Paul’s Sunday School assisted in many 
outreach programs that helped improve the living 
circumstances of  the poor and less fortunate.  
 

Nathan Otley 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Present Day Outreach Ac tiv i t i e s  of  S t.  
Paul ' s  Sunday School    
 

The St. Paul's Sunday School is currently very 
involved and passionate about their outreach programs.  
The families all work together to support Jenmy, their 
sponsored child through World Vision.  She is a twelve-
year-old girl from Guatemala. Through this 
sponsorship, Jenmy and her community have the 
opportunity to have better water, health and education.  
Sometimes our Sunday School classes exchange letters 
or card with her.  For more than five years the youth 
have participated in a program called the World Vision 
30 Hour Famine. The youth collect sponsorships to 
support their fasting for 30 hrs. This year there were 17 
participants from the Sunday School, and they raised 
$4,871!! This year the younger section of the Sunday 
School made crafts for the advent season and sold them 
and gave it to a Sunday School member who was 
working on a project through the World Vision 
catalogue.  

Another way the Sunday School helps in our 
community is by collecting food items for the Rector’s 
Lunch. Confirmation and youth classes have also 
cooked soups for the lunch.  They have also gone to 
help at Feed Nova Scotia. Some members of the Sunday 
School volunteer at the Fish coffee house. They make 
snacks to bring and interact with the visitors. When the 
church opens on Remembrance Day, the youth often 
help give out hot chocolate and welcome the visitors to 
our beautiful church. The youth help set up for many 
parish lunches and often go to help at other lunches 
such as St. George's Hot Meals. 
 

Meredith Otley

 

Nathan and Meredith are two of our younger school members contributing to this Journal.  While young, they have imbibed the zeal  
for service to others.  In particular, over the past two years, they have combined with An Brennan, another of Meredith's friends, to 
raise $15,000 for World Vision to support construction of a new school in Senegal, Africa, providing a model and inspiration for all 
parishioners. 
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     Picnic ferryboat- from St. Paul’s photo archive. 

 
 
Ange l s  in  Hal i fax-Dot 

 

The following article is extracted from Kathleen 
Higney’s “Angels in Halifax” chronicling the exemplary life of 
Dot Kelly, a well-known parishioner at St. Paul’s. The article 
appeared in our Easter 2011 Journal. We are pleased to 
recount Dot’s recollection of her youth at St. Paul’s.  

 
Born in Halifax on January 19, 1919, Dot was the 
middle child in a family of five. The Kelly children 
were named Jean, Douglas, Dot, Thomas, and Roy. 
Dot was christened at the age of two months and her 
name was added to the St. Paul’s Cradle Roll. A few 
years later at the age of five, Dot was promoted to the 
Kindergarten Class at Sunday School. It was held at 
3:00 p.m. every Sunday in the Men’s Parlour of St. 
Paul’s Parish Hall on Argyle Street (where the Canada 
Trust Building is now situated). One of her teachers 
was Mrs. Armitage. The oldest Sunday School in the 
Dominion, it was established in 1783. Helen Eisner 
and Alice Strong Smeltzer were in her class and Miss 
King was also a teacher. Thomas W. Savary was the 
Rector throughout her childhood. Dot loved these 
classes so much she cried when it was time to leave. 

Even as a young child Dot expressed herself in the 
performing arts. She was a “wee wee” in the earliest 
play she can remember and recalls that they wore 
costumes consisting of white slips covered with pink 
petals and hats decorated with more pink petals and 
green stems. Resembling flowers and behaving their 
best – I imagine that they were well loved by the 
audience!  

Dot advanced to Junior Sunday School the 
following year and Miss Edith Smith was her new 
teacher. Her class was one of several that were held in 
the auditorium of the church hall. The desks from a 
number of different classes were arranged in squares 
around the room; each class consisting of about eight 
students. They studied the Catechism, the Creed, and 
learned the stories about the life of Jesus and his 
friends. Each week four to five hundred children with 
closed eyes and bowed heads recited the closing 
prayer in unison.  

Dot’s next promotion was to Junior Bible 
Class held in the Gallery in the Church Hall where 
they had separate classes for boys and girls. Dot 
performed in nine or ten plays during her time in 
Junior Sunday School. In the Babes in the Wood 
production, Dot sang from a cardboard nest as a 
member of a robin family. They were adorable, 



St. Paul’s Journal                                                                   Page 10 
 

dressed in brown and red crepe paper topped with 
little brown hats decorated with beaks extending from 
their foreheads.  
Teen Years  

When she was a little older Dot joined several 
young people’s groups at St. Paul’s including the 
Girl’s Auxiliary Guides and the Anglican Young 
People’s Association. The GA Guides was a group 
devoted to learning Christian virtues and supporting 
overseas hospital missions. Dot was in charge of 
developing the devotional component for the group. 
Using the Girl’s Auxiliary study book of the Anglican 
Church, young ladies from Baptist, United Church, 
Presbyterian, and Salvation Army backgrounds met to 
study, learn practical skills, play games, and go on 
camping trips. During this time, Dot invested her 
time, energy and talent in the various plays that 
followed the productions of the GA Girl Guides 
Group. The girls also performed puppet shows, 
which introduced the nursing care part of the 
program. One was a medical puppet show complete 
with big cardboard box hospital, furniture 

constructed from matchboxes, and patients and 
nurses made from decorated wooden spoons. It was 
presented as a parish gathering in the Parish Hall. The 
event was enhanced by the lovely music of a violin, 
piano and cello ensemble. 

At the age of sixteen, Dot was confirmed and 
then joined the Anglican Young People’s Association. 
Their motto was “Worship, Edification, Fellowship.” 
The activities and duties of the AYPA were generally 
useful and always fun. They were asked to assist in 
decorating the church for the Seasons. Dot also 
remembers collecting donations of fruits and 
vegetables from parishioners at Thanksgiving. Not 
surprisingly, part of Dot’s service in the AYPA was 
expressed in the performing arts. One of their plays, 
which Dot directed, was entered in a competition at 
All Saint Cathedral and it won honourable mention. 
Marion Conrad was the leading lady in the winning 
production. 
 

Kathleen Higney  reprinted from the  
2011 Lent Easter St. Paul's Journal.

 

 
 

 
  Engraving detail by Richard Short -1764. courtesy N.S. Archives 
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Memorial Kellogg Stained Glass  

 
The Future  of  Sunday  School :  A 
Discuss ion with  Bishop Sue Moxley 
 
 On the afternoon of June 5, 2013, I had the 
pleasure of sitting down with Bishop Sue Moxley to 
discuss the positives, negatives and emerging trends 
in children and youth ministry, as she perceives 
them.  

We began by discussing the current state of 
children’s ministry in the diocese. Bishop Sue feels 
that “as a program with Sunday worship, there will 
always be a place for Sunday School” and that there 
“has to be a place for children in worship”. This, 
however, need not take the form that we are 
currently accustomed to. Family events happening 
out in the community, for example in local fire halls,  
have been successful throughout the diocese. Key 
components of these events are food, music and a 
story. Already being familiar with the Messy Church 
format that is increasing in popularity across the 
Anglican Communion, I asked Bishop Sue if this is 

to what she was referring. She indicated that it did 
not necessarily need to be Messy Church, that a 
parish could (and perhaps should) develop their 
own program, but such a program should still 
include the key components, as they would help to 
ensure success.   

Further discussion on the current state of 
children in the church and what she saw for the 
immediate future led the bishop to comment, 
“we’ve been good at compartmentalizing…(and) 
we’ve been neglecting faith formation in the home”.  
She feels that some parents need assistance with 
sharing their faith with their children, sometimes 
even needing to learn how to pray for their child. 
This is where parish leaders and the congregation 
can be of assistance. The big question is whether the 
congregation is ready to welcome families with 
young children, and all that comes with this. 

I asked the bishop what she sees as the 
emerging trends for Sunday Schools and she again 
identified finding new formats and that parishes will 
need to look at locating it at some other time in the 
week than Sunday morning. The current format is 
limited in who can be reached, as we are only 
ministering to the needs of the children whose 
parents are already able to find a place for 
themselves in a parish and Sunday worship more 
specifically. We will need to look to “kid-friendly” 
activities such as sports and music as ways of 
reaching out and influencing faith development of 
the young. Being present in the hockey arenas and 
soccer fields to be a testimony to Christian values, 
or beginning a children’s choir where children are 
able to learn of Jesus through song are both ways to 
attract children and to show them that we care 
about them and there is a place for them in the 
parish community. 

After the interview Bishop Sue forwarded 
me a letter that has been circulating on social media 
from The Community, a ministry of the Anglican 
Church of Canada, entitled “An Open Letter to 
Parish Councils and Church Leadership”, which 
emphasizes the need to welcome and accept families 
with young children. I strongly urge anyone 
interested in children’s ministry to read this letter 
and the letter that inspired it, “Dear Parents with 
Young Children in Church”.  
 

Bonnie Skerritt
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Ref l e c t ions  on S t.  Paul ’ s  Sunday  School  -
30 Years  Later      
                                   

After attending several Anglican churches in 
greater Halifax, in 1981 we came to St. Paul’s 
Halifax in 1983: Robert, Margaret, and sons Scott 
and Richard - ages 13 and 10. We were just in time 
for the 200th anniversary of Sunday School in the 
Parish. Now, 30 years later, we have memories of 
Sunday School as both parents and grandparents, 
Thanks to Richard and family moving from 
Singapore this past year and his three children 
attending Sunday School here. 

The Christmas Eve service this past year was 
especially meaningful as Sabine, Sophie and Phin 
had parts in the presentation. As I watched our 
grandchildren in their costumes, my mind spun back 
to the Christmas Pageants held in the mid-to-late 
1980’s. My flashbacks included Richard as a page, 
David Redman as one of the kings, and much more. 
During those years, we were blessed to be 
welcomed and called upon to participate in the 
Parish. We chose St. Paul’s, thanks to Rosemarie 
Dennis suggesting we visit. We found it was 
welcoming and had a strong youth program for our 
sons. Both sons attended Sunday School, 
participated in Youth Programs and were 
confirmed. Scott taught Sunday School during high 
school and found a girl friend.   

The Reverend Peter Mason, Rector at the 
time, approached Robert and me to take on being 
Sunday School Superintendents in 1985. Not 
knowing he would soon leave for Wycliffe College, 
we agreed and took up the challenge. We were 
happy when the new Rector John Newton arrived 
and his wife Karen and their children joined the 
Sunday School. At the time, the Parish House had 
just been donated to the Parish for Sunday School 
classes. The 9 o’clock Family Service had not been 
initiated. Except for Communion Service Sunday, 
the children went to Sunday School at 11 o’clock 
while their parents attended service. When service 
was over, parents picked up their children from the 
Parish House. One Sunday a month, the children 
and teachers returned to the church after the 
sermon. This allowed teachers to receive 
communion but the children did not go up to the 
communion rail with their parents to be blessed. 

While we were leading Sunday School, 
weekly sessions in the Parish House began by 
assembling all ages in the main upper room, toddlers 
to teenagers, usually around 60 young people. The 
session included a children’s talk (based on the 
current curriculum and bible text for the day), 
prayer, and singing. Then it was class time with juice 
and a snack. We found feeding the children helped 
because some skipped breakfast and lunch came late 
for everyone. Not sure if we were creating or 
preventing a change in blood sugar level, but it 
seemed to help maintain acceptable behaviours. 
Plus, snack time was an opportunity to share and 
give thanks.  

Each teacher taught his or her class for the 
full year, September to June. Robert and I taught a 
class each year, and like the other teachers, had a 
lesson to prepare each week. It meant we had to 
discuss each lesson, and thanks to the adult support 
materials for the curriculum, this provided an 
opportunity to grow in our own understanding of 
scripture. Leading the assembly session was a weekly 
challenge but preparing the talk also fostered 
personal growth. Having sons attending regularly 
provided in-house feedback when we missed the 
mark!  

The fall term ended with children 
participating in the Parish Pageant as well as 
presenting a concert at the Parish Christmas Dinner. 
Two presentations that come to mind are: The 
Christmas Space Odyssey and Nester the Christmas 
Donkey. Space costumes and a grey donkey were 
required and created! Another year the children 
made Chrismons to decorate the tree in the Church 
entry and for each child to take home. 

Year end brought picnics in Point Pleasant 
Park, with free orange drink and a cooler supplied 
by the “golden arches” company. When Sunday 
School stopped for the summer, children were 
awarded certificates of attendance and participated 
in a flower service.  Like this year, when we 
celebrated 230 years of Sunday School at St. Paul’s, 
with the children’s procession everyone sang All 
Things Bright and Beautiful.  

The flower service was based on 
celebrations of nature, practiced in parishes I 
attended as a child in New Brunswick -and have 
observed in other churches we have visited over the 
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years. It allowed the children to actively participate 
in a service when that was not the norm. 

Children made an offering each week during 
the assembly time in the Parish House to support a 
young man named Raoul, a sponsored child in the 
Philippines. He would be around 40 years old now. I 
can’t help wondering how his life evolved. 
Hopefully he has been blessed and prospered. We 
trust the children who brought pennies benefited by 
giving as well. Will children know what a penny can 
accomplish in another 30 years?      

Another memory involves the CBC coming 
to televise the service at St. Paul’s for the Vision 
religious program. They videoed the Sunday School 
program that day and the church service.  We had 
little advanced notice and Robert soldiered on by 
himself, as I was out of town at a meeting. By all 
reports he did a good job. But we did find working 
together was better - illustrating that usually two 
heads and four hands were better than half that 
many.  

During our time leading the Sunday School 
at St. Paul’s, we were blessed to work with many 
outstanding people, including several other couples. 

Regular planning sessions in addition to Sunday 
mornings provided fellowship and a sense we were 
part of a team. When I ask, “where are they now?” I 
regret we do not know anything about many of 
those individuals. But we do know that one person 
is leader of the National Green Party, another is the 
Dean of Chebucto Region, two have married 
Anglican clergy, one continues to work in hospice 
services, and several are active in the business world.    

What we all had in common is that we 
worked as a team to make sure St. Paul’s Sunday 
School continued. The experience influenced our 
lives as well as the children we taught. By being 
involved in Sunday School at St. Paul’s for several 
years, I trust we provided a model for our sons. By 
knowing other children, I believe it helped us 
understand our own children better.  

Like so many things we do, we gain more 
than we give by getting involved. We believe the 
years we participated in Sunday School at St. Paul’s 
was a privilege and a blessing.  We are glad we were 
asked, when very new to the Parish, to be involved. 

 
Margaret Bateman Ellison 
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St.  Paul ’ s  Doors  
 

We are most grateful for the work of our archivists: Fiona Day, Amy (Tinker) MacKay, Sandra MacLennan and 
Diocesan Archivist, Lorraine Slopek. They all shared in the joy and enthusiasm of locating and making available the many 
documents, which recount the wonderful story of St. Paul’s Sunday School. As she worked and thought, Sandra was given to a wider 
focus – that of St. Paul’s through the ages – in the midst of an ever-emerging city. 

 
A few years ago I was part of a Vision TV program on women in the church. The interview 

was done in the church and one of the questions was “are you optimistic about the future of your 
church?”  My immediate response was “yes!” One of my reasons was that since 1749, our doors have 
been open both figuratively and literally.  The interviewer was impressed that our doors were wide 
open from spring to fall. 

The image of the open doors is a large part of my feeling about St. Paul’s. Once you come 
through these doors you will discover an intriguing history, wonderful community outreach and a 
grand legacy. The church, established in 1749, immediately reached out to the small community, and 
as more settlers arrived, services were held for the German, French and Mi’kmaq people in their own 
languages.  Later, after 1783, when our Sunday School was established, there was a large group of 
Chinese settlers going to Sunday School and learning English. 

The Sunday School had many thousands of children pass through over the years and they were 
taught, supported, and respected.  As a result, there is a huge history of what the Sunday School did 
in and for the City of Halifax. Their work is still carried on today with the young people successfully 
completing important projects in our city and abroad. Many prominent citizens led the church and 
you can see their names on the plaques in their memory. It is easy to see how the church and the city 
grew hand in hand, as you notice the many street names that match up with the names on the plaques. 

The Glebe Lands were given to the church to support the work of the church and all that was 
done in the community. These Glebe Lands stretched from South Barrington Street to the shores of 
Bedford Basin. Although they have all been sold, you can still see a record of them with the names of 
some streets west of Barrington - Rector, Glebe, Vestry and Glebe Parkette. 

Over the years the church has been a Cathedral, a Parish Church, a place of sanctuary, and in 
times of crisis a hospital and a morgue. St. Paul’s sent many young people to war and our respect for 
what they gave is shown in the wonderful bronze doors and plaques seen as you enter the body of the 
church. Since 1749 the world has changed but the work of St. Paul’s has not changed - The Doors Are 
Still Open. 
The legacy from the 18th century continues in the 21st. 

 
Sandra MacLennan 
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Liturg ie s  & Readings :  Trin it y Sunday—Thanksg iv ing  Sunday (2013) 
Published 4 April 2013 

26 May TTrin i ty  Sunday  White      10 am   EEuchari s t  Combined Contemporary  Parish Lunch   
Proverbs 8.1-5; 22-31 Psalm 8  Romans 5.1-5  John 16.12-15 

2 June PPente cost  2  Green 10 am  EEuchari s t  BCP  
1 Kings 18.20-39  Psalm 96 Galatians 1.1-12 Luke 7.1-10 

9 June PPente cost  3  Green 10 am  EEuchari s t BAS  
1 Kings 17.8-24   Psalm 146 Galatians 1.11-24 Luke 7.11-17 

16 June PPente cost  4  Green 10 am   EEuchari s t  BCP 
1 Kings 21.1-14   Psalm 5 Galatians 2.1-21 Luke 7.36-8.3 

23 June PPente cost  5  Green 10 am   Euchari s t BAS           
I Kings 19.1-18   Psalm 42- 43 Galatians 3.1-5; 21-29 Luke 8.26-39  

30 June PPente cost  6  Green  10 am  EEuchari s t BCP    

II Kings 2.1-14   Psalm 77 Galatians 5.1-25 Luke 9.51-62 

7 July PPente cost  7  Green  10 am  EEuchari s t   BAS  
II Kings 5.1-14   Psalm 30  Galatians 6.1-18 Luke 10.1-20 

14 July PPente cost  8  Green   10 am EEuchari s t  BCP 
Amos 7.1-17  Psalm 82  Colossians 1.1-14  Luke 10.25-37 

21 July PPente cost  9  Green     10 am  Euchari s t  BAS       
Amos 8.1-12  Psalm 52  Colossians 1.15-28  Luke 10.38-42 

28 July PPente cost  10  Green  10 am  EEuchari s t   BCP              
 Hosea 1.1-11  Psalm 85  Colossians 2.6-23  Luke 11.1-13           

4 August PPente cost  11 Green  10 am   EEuchari s t   BAS   
Hosea 11.1-11  Psalm 107.1-16  Colossians 3.1-11  Luke 12.13-21 

11 August  TTrans f i gurat ion  Sunday White  10 am   EEuchari s t  Combined  Traditional && Bapt i sm 
Daniel 7.1-18  Psalm 99  II Peter 1.16-20  Luke 9.28-36 

18 August  PPente cost  13 Green  10 am  EEuchari s t   BAS 
Isaiah 5.1-7  Psalm 80  Hebrews 11.29-12.2  Luke 12.49-56 

25 August PPente cost  14  Green  10 am  EEuchari s t   BCP                                           
Jeremiah 1.1-10  Psalm 71  Hebrews 12.18-29  Luke 13.10-17 

1 September PPente cost  15  Green  10 am EEuchari s t   BAS     (2 Sept. 1750 ‘Anniversary’) 
Jeremiah 2.4-13  Psalm 81  Hebrews 13.1-16  Luke 14.1-14 

8 September   Holy  Cross  Sunday Red  10 am  EEuchari s t  Combined  Contemporary Parish Lunch 
Numbers 21.4-9 Psalm 98  I Corinthians 1.18-24  John 3.13-17 

15 September PPente cost  17 Green   9am Morning Prayer  11 am EEuchari s t  
Jeremiah 4.11-28 Psalm 14  I Timothy 1.12-17  Luke 15.1-10 

22 September PPente cost  18   Green  9 am  EEuchari s t    11 am EEuchari s t       
Jeremiah 8.18-9.1 Psalm 79  I Timothy 2.1-7  Luke 16.1-13          

 29 September SSt .  Michae l  & All Ange ls White 9 am  EEuchari s t       11 am EEuchari s t                                                                       
Genesis 28.10-17 Psalm 103  Revelation 12.7-12  John 1.47-51 

6 October PPente cost  20   Green  9 am  EEuchari s t    11 am EEuchari s t       
Lamentations 1.1-7 Psalm 137  II Timothy 1.1-14  Luke 17.5-10          

13 October   TThanksgiving Sunday White   10 am  EEuchari s t CCombined     Traditional                                                                                
 Deuteronomy 26:1-15 Psalm 100  Philippians 4:4-9  John 6:25-35  
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This is a special version of St. Paul’s Journal in honour of the 230th Anniversary of our Sunday School. 

Mike Vavra, Derek Hounsell and Max Moulton worked with 
Children and Youth Education  Director,  Bonnie Skerritt, 

and many volunteers to create this document. 
Special thanks go to our Archivists, Sunday School students and congregation members, including Lisa Sutt. 

 
The next issue of St. Paul’s Journal will be Thanksgiving 2013. 

Submissions to St. Paul’s Journal are always welcome. 
Why not submit a spiritual reflection, prayer, poem, or a book review? 

 


