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God in human lives. But this issue is more than that.
It is a witness to the God whose church St. Paul’s is,
and whose stewards we are.
We will not hide them from their children, but tell them to the
generation to come, even the praises of the Lord, and his
might, and his wonderful works that he hath done.
Paul Friesen

Does Memory Matter?
Hear my teaching, O my people: incline your ears unto the
words of my mouth. I will open my mouth in a parable; I will
utter dark sayings from of old; Which we have heard and
known, and such as our fathers have told us. We will not
hide them from their children, but tell them to the generation
to come, even the praises of the Lord, and his might, and his
wonderful works that he hath done.

Beyond the Chancel Steps:
Something New to Celebrate
There are a couple of new things at St. Paul’s
besides the statue of St. Paul in the Narthex.

Memory is not nostalgia, though the two overlap.
Divine memory, holy memory, is the conscious
recollection of the deeds of God’s goodness
towards us in order to live lives of grateful response.
This could be said of parish memory as well.

As you know, we celebrate the memorial of the
Lord and the banquet that he gave us at either the
altar in the Sanctuary or at the portable communion
table placed below or at the top of the Chancel
steps. Altar linens are used on both to protect the
surfaces, beautify each structure, and let us show a
sign of respect towards the holiness of the Lord’s
Table. They are called altar linens because Jesus’
graveclothes were linen. Such linens have been used
in Eucharistic services for centuries. The linens used
at St. Paul’s on the altar are not quite that old, but
since adding the portable table a few years ago, we
have been making do with them. A fair linen sized
to cover the portable table surface and hang down
evenly at each end has been needed.

This issue of St. Paul’s Journal may look a bit like the
‘historical scrapbook’ issue. It is after all this spring
that saw our whole city look back to the events
around the sinking of the Titanic. There are
reproductions of old parish pictures, and drawings,
and newspaper articles; some fuzzy, some joyous,
some challenging. And there are memories of the
meaning of the ‘things’ we use in worship and the
spaces we use, or once used—and of the grace of

Fair linens are used on both of our Lord’s Tables,
however, the two tables are treated somewhat
differently. A white fair linen is always on the altar
in the Sanctuary and between services celebrated at
the high table it is covered by a heavier white linen
cloth. A white fair linen is only placed on the
portable table for services when the table is used for
communion. After services the fair linen is removed
and the table is rolled back and covered with a blue

This is the prologue of the 78th Psalm in its oldest
English translation (the Coverdale), published well
before the Psalms appeared in the King James Version.
But the meaning is clear. For each of us to be truly
human, to live in the light of the God the Father
who loves us, Jesus Christ who has redeemed us,
and the Holy Spirit who lives in our midst is to live a
life of…holy memory.
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felt coverlet. Hopefully, it protects the table by
deterring people from placing less holy objects on
the surface of the table between services. In both
cases the altar linens add to the dignity of each table
as well as serving to protect it. Recently the Chancel
Guild procured a new fair linen for the portable
table. Like other linens used in the liturgy, it will be
blessed and after Pentecost take on its sacred
function. It is finely made without being lavish or
ostentatious and complements the design of the
portable table. Its solid white surface symbolizes the
purity of Christ’s sacrifice and the single white
budded cross embossed on the front of the cloth
reminds communicants and the celebrant that Christ
is the object of the sacrament. The cross design with
trefoils on the tips of the vertical and horizontal
arms representing the Trinity symbolize the Father,
Son, and Holy Spirit. Thus it seemed appropriate to
initiate using the new fair linen on Pentecost
Sunday. Take a minute after service on the 27th, or
later, to look at the portable communion table and
view the new acquisition.
Earlier this year one of our 100- year-old wine
cruets broke while it was being used at a service. As
the Chancel Guild sought to replace it, learning it
could not be repaired, they found a donor willing to
provide such a gift to St. Paul’s. We now have a
new pair of cruets given in memory of Lois Pepper
by her daughter. A meaningful memorial as they are
used weekly and Nora-gene often serves as a chalice
bearer and can be involved in using them. The new
blown-glass cruets are similar in size and shape to
the broken heritage cruet so we can use the
remaining one together with the two new ones when
we need to for larger services. You will see the new
cruets on the credence table in the Sanctuary at
traditional services. Note the design, especially their
stoppers, a Latin cross, the simplest and most
common Christian cross. This empty cross,
favoured by Protestants, has reminded Christians of
the resurrection since the 2nd or 3rd century. We are
also reminded of Jesus if we look at the bodies of
the cruets as they are inscribed with IHS, the
Christogram for the Greek spelling of his name.
New items come into service for many reasons and
from a variety of sources. We need to celebrate their
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coming, continue to care for them reverently,
appreciate their symbolism, and be thankful for
having them to enhance our various liturgies.
Margaret Bateman Ellison, Chancel Guild Director

Friends of St. Paul’s
Happy Spring! At least it is when you pass The
Public Gardens – the four sides are lined with
forsythia and around the bandstand are hundreds of
daffodils. In walking around the paths you see the
very popular pale pink magnolia, mostly as
Memorials.
This has been a year of early visitors.
The Anniversary of the sinking of the Titanic
brought many to St. Paul’s. One parishioner told me
of a conversation when our guests felt so welcome
as the parishioners seemed so happy in greeting
each other when coming into the Service. They also
spoke of the beauty of the church especially
mentioning the stained glass windows.
We look forward to welcoming many more visitors
at the time of the Parade of The Tall Ships.
It is so nice to learn that Mrs. Jean Gould of Calgary
is enjoying good health again and we wish to thank
her for her contributions and support of “Friends”.
We hope that all will have a lovely Summer.
God Bless.
Dot Kelly

An Anniversary
This month in this year is a special one for me, for
in May of 1972 God touched my life with His love
and mercy, beginning a profound change that
brought healing and peace to me and our whole
family.
You would think that I already knew about love, I
had grown up in a loving family and I had married
in love; but I had turned my back on God when I
was not more than five years old, horrified at the
thought that Jesus’ crucifixion was “the way God
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showed His love for us…” I didn’t tell anyone about
my decision. I just kept going to church as a child
and an adult. It was the proper thing to do.
And it was here in St. Paul’s church that I saw
worshipful joy happening in our service one year,
and realized that was what I wanted, joy had been
missing in my life and in my church. So I, the
unbeliever, asked God for His joy, promising to live
my life His way if He would give it to me.
How little I knew of God’s way! When the joy came,
I found I had almost everything to learn about
God’s way, the way of Love. We hear this in the
commandments, “Love God with all your heart,
mind, soul and strength, and Love your neighbour
as yourself.” And Jesus has called us all to love one
another as he has loved us.
Nobody has ever said Love is easy, but with God’s
help it is possible, it makes all the difference to all
our relationships. In our own family we have
learned to love, to show our interest in one another,
accept each other as we are, to forgive and be
forgiven, to share laughter and our faith, and to
show our care for each other wherever possible.
I write this to my church family with grateful thanks
for the love you have shown to my husband and me.
And with deep gratitude to God for always
remembering me, even though I had neglected Him
for so many years; and for the many blessings we
have received through these forty years.
“Thank God, the God and Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ, that in his great mercy we have been born
again into a life full of hope, through Christ’s rising
again from the dead!”
1 Peter 1:v.3
Gretchen Gillis

What is Pentecost?
Pentecost is the name of a religious holiday in both
Judaism and Christianity. The word Pentecost is
Greek and comes from the word for 50, with the
implied word for "day" following because Pentecost
is the 50th day after another important religious
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event. In Judaism, Pentecost is also called (Hag)
Shavuot, and was the 50th day after the Passover
offering of a sheaf of wheat. Pentecost was
originally a harvest festival that came to be
associated with Moses' law-giving at Mt. Sinai. In
Christianity, Pentecost is also called Whitsunday,
and is the 50th day after Easter. Pentecost came to
be the favored time for baptisms when the newly
baptized wore white, for which reason the holiday is
called White Sunday or Whitsunday. Pentecost is
held to be the birthday of the Christian Church.
Excerpt taken from ancienthistory.about.com

Bonnie Skerritt

A Friend Like You
A friend is someone we turn to
When our spirits need a lift,
A friend is someone we treasure,
For true friendship is a gift.
A friend is someone we laugh with
Over little personal things,
A friend is someone we are serious with
In facing whatever life brings.
A friend is someone who fills our lives
With beauty and joy and grace,
And makes the world that we live in
A better and happier place.
It’s wonderful to have a friend
With whom we feel at ease,
Who lets you talk and think and act
Exactly as you please.
It’s wonderful to have someone
Who cheers you when you’re blue
In other words it’s wonderful
To have a friend like you!
Anonymous
Submitted by Mrs. Jean Gould
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Introduction to the Titanic Memorial Concert 21 April 2012
Halifax in 1912 was a small city, with a population of less than fifty thousand. It was the major seaport on the
east coast of the Dominion of Canada. Many Haligonians earned their living on the wharves, or on the sea, in
cargo and passenger ships, or from the sea, in fishing schooners.
For those who were prosperous, it was a pleasant place to live, but a look at St. Paul’s Church Year Book for the
year 1912 reveals a different Halifax in the streets surrounding the church.
There was the Halifax Association for Improving the Condition of the Poor, the Jost Mission – for women –
and the Halifax Visiting Dispensary, but no safety net, as we know it, to help people in poverty. The Year Book
shows that under the leadership of Archdeacon W. J. Armitage, a determined effort was underway to meet the
needs of the poor of his parish.
There was a need for the Labour Bureau, the Mission Hall and Shelter, the Temperance Society, the Coal Club,
the Cast-off Clothing Department, the Sewing School, the Mothers’ Meeting, the Girls’ Friendly Society, the
Church Lads’ Brigade, the Savings Bank, the Sunday School, and many more programs held in our church hall
across Argyle Street. In a church-going time, St. Paul’s was blessed with what seems now to be an army of
parishioners committed to the second Great Commandmant, to love thy neighbour.
Into this hive of activity in 1910 came Samuel Henry Prince, age 24, to take up his first job as Curate in a parish
church. According to his biographer, Leonard Hatfield, Prince “simply hurled himself into the work”. It wasn’t
unusual for him to answer a knock on his office door, to find there a small child. “Mister, come! Mum’s sick,
Baby won’t stop cryin’, there’s nothin’ to eat, and we’re so cold!” Using his own scarce funds, Prince would buy
coal, bring in food, arrange help for the family, and keep visiting, until the mother could manage.
George Wright, a parishioner, became an ally of Armitage and Prince. The wealthy publisher of Wright’s World
Directories, he had returned to his hometown, hoping to make it a better place. Armitage gratefully described
Wright as “generous, open-hearted, a man interested in every good cause”. Building new houses for all classes,
Wright improved Barrington Street with two substantial office buildings. The one nearer the church he gave a
significant name, the St. Paul Building. His architect, J. C. Dumaresq, did not approve of Wright’s decision to
place a statue of the saint six stories up on the roof. The client had to point out to his architect that he who pays
the piper calls the tune! For years, Saint Paul, bolted to a turret, and supported by two large clocks, gazed down
on passing Haligonians. With the assistance of the Halifax Foundation, this restored artifact of old Halifax, this
link to George Wright, has ended its years of wandering in the entrance to George Wright’s church, St. Paul’s.
The news of the sinking of the Titanic came as a major shock to the people of Halifax. It must have been
especially painful for members of St. Paul’s to learn that their friend George Wright was missing.
Archdeacon Armitage was in Toronto when the news of the Titanic disaster reached him. Immediately he wired
Prince: “Hold special memorial for all”. In the midst of all his weekly duties, on six days notice, Prince secured
a special preacher, issued invitations as directed by the Rector, worked with Messrs Littler and Clayton on the
mourning drapery, prepared and had printed special Order of Service leaflets, and in the absence of the official
church organist, conferred with Miss Lillian Bertha Boston, who was responsible for all music for the service.
One bit of good news did arrive. Miss Hilda Mary Slayter, a member of the fifth generation of Slayters who had
worshipped at St. Paul’s, had survived the great ship’s sinking.
At 11:00am on Sunday April 21st, a vast congregation filled every pew in the gallery and ground floor of St.
Paul’s. Families grieving their relatives, visitors and parishioners joined in an act of community mourning in
Halifax’s oldest church, to draw strength from the timeless words of the Burial Office, to pray for the lost, to
reflect on Prince’s powerful address, to hear a sermon on immortality, to find comfort in music.
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What follows now is, in our organist Andrew’s words, a respectful re-creation of the 1912 Memorial Service, his
generation’s response in words and music to the tragedy of the Titanic.
Tinker McKay

Titanic Memorial Re-creation Leaflet April 21, 2012

Presented by Andrew Killawee & David Christensen
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George Wright’s St. Paul
In 1897 businessman, entrepreneur and philanthropist George Wright placed a statue of St. Paul at the pinnacle
of his new St. Paul Building at the corner of Prince and Barrington Streets.
The name, the architecture, along with his chosen statue demonstrate Wright’s fondness for this Church,
where he was a parishioner and a friend of the curate, Rev. Samuel Prince. His principled character and many
good deeds ran parallel with the extensive mission and outreach demonstrated by the clergy and parishioners of
St. Paul’s during this period.
This statue, now granted to St. Paul’s Church, is a reminder of all those things, and even though times
have changed St. Paul’s various outreach programmes remain a vital component of its life.
(With thanks to the Halifax Foundation)
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‘God has rescued us from the power of darkness and transferred us to into the kingdom of his beloved Son,
Jesus Christ, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins…Love is patient; Love is kind. Now faith,
hope, and love abide, these three; and the greatest of these is love.’ The Epistle of St. Paul to the Colossians 1.13; The
First Epistle of St. Paul to the Corinthians 13.4, 13.

St. Paul’s Church Parish Hall
“It is only a building”
But for many it was a place of learning, caring, supporting life-long experiences and memories.
St. Paul’s Church Parish Hall was built in 1912. It was a very imposing building, façade made of large grey stone
blocks still visible behind glass doors leading into the present office tower. There were five levels from basement
to attic.
The main entrance had double doors and had stone steps leading to an enclosed foyer which had wooden steps
leading to the main lower hall. The entrance from wall to wall was of stained glass including double doors. The
Ladies’ Parlour, also used as a Sunday School Class, the Rector’s Study, the Men’s Parlour, also used as a Sunday
School class, the kitchen and a Gym were also on this level.
The wide stairwell led to the Auditorium, Library and balcony. The Senior Sunday School classes, Bible Classes,
Junior and Senior were held there. There was a platform at the back of the Auditorium where the joint closing of
the Sunday School was conducted. On many occasions this was the area of the St. Paul’s Musical and Drama
presentations. Just above the balcony was a very special Bible Study room where Miss F.H. Kellogg, Deaconess,
held her weekly Bible Study for young men of the Parish, known as The Loyal Workers. The Sexton’s quarters
were on a level just above the balcony.
The Auditorium was in constant use. The Ladies Guild held their Annual Sales there. I remember attending one,
perhaps for the first time. The tables seemed to surround the whole area. They were completely covered with
white tablecloths and the various articles were displayed. The ladies wore white smocks. If it happened to be a
Christmas Tea there was always a supper of ham and potato scallops served in the Men’s Parlour area on the first
floor.
As mentioned earlier, the Auditorium was the Drama Area when the yearly presentations were held. The
costumed (period) presentations of Cinderella and Babes in the Woods were special productions. There was also
a ballet performance given by a well known Ballet School.
Fudge was sold at 5 cents a bag and we had a musical trio playing at intervals.
The Anglican Young People’s Association (A.Y.P.A.) were very active in Parish Life including producing and
taking part in many of the plays. During the years between 1939-1945 our Parish Hall was always open for social
evenings and sing-songs following the Sunday Evening Service.
Our badminton court was another popular area and was where a Provincial Champion learned to play the sport.
The Late Miss Vida Large won many honours during her career. The G.A. – Guides also met in St. Paul’s and
took part in an area Drama Festival of the G.A.
One of the memorials in St. Paul’s was the Townsend Mantel and fireplace in the Men’s Parlour. I believe the
mantel was preserved. It was made of oak, if I remember correctly. The Townsend family is mentioned in the
R.V. Harris book, The Church of St. Paul, 1949.Mrs. Kathleen Findlay-Mack was a descendant – her mother was
a Townsend.
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At the “basement” or “street” level there was an entrance directly from the sidewalk. An oval sign in black and
gold stated Patton Memorial Hall. Church Services were held there every Sunday evening following the regular
service at St. Paul’s. The Primary level Sunday School classes were also held there. During Lent the Church Army
Captain had entertainment for the children in the area every Friday evening. I recently was told that for many
years the children of the area, which at one time was very densely populated, including streets that no longer
exist e.g. Jacob St., Buckingham St. and part of Market St., were given a hot breakfast every day during the
winter, before going to the St. Mary’s Boy’s school and the Acadian School. They were served by the Sexton’s
wife. The gentleman who related this fact is still deeply appreciative of this kindness.
The Men’s Parlour also was the meeting place of “The St. Paul’s Men” Supper Club. There was always a
prominent speaker at this time. On every Friday during Lent, the Ladies Guild opened the double doors between
the two parlors and served delicious Fish Chowder – the card tables were covered with white cloths each having
the initials St. P. on one corner. These are still in use. The G.A. – Guides also met here as well as the Jr. W.A.
The Sunday School Annual Christmas Party was held in the Men’s Parlour.
The building was preserved, in part, by a lovely painting, showing the arches, from the inside looking out toward
Argyle St. This was the thoughtful talent of the late Mrs. Jill Field Alexander. The painting is in the Parish Office.
In driving to St. Paul’s on occasion I remember the words of a taxi driver who said that he felt so sad to see the
Parish Hall being demolished – I don’t know what prompted his remark. Maybe he was a former Sunday School
pupil.
The foregoing is, in part, a glimpse of a very vibrant scene of activity in Christian Life through St. Paul’s.
Dot Kelly

Nova Scotia Archives and Records Management - Halifax: Churches: St. Paul’s c 1902
Perspective drawing of St. Paul’s Hall and Sunday School
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The Morning Chronicle
Dec. 15, 1902

Morning Chronicle Dec. 3, 1901
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An Historic Church
Serving the Living God
since 1 7 4 9
Anglican Church of Canada
Diocese of N.S & P.E.I.

ST . PAUL ’ S JOURNAL
is published by
St. Paul’s Church, 1749 Argyle Street,
Halifax, NS B3J 3K4
(902) 429-2240
Fax 429-8230
office@stpaulshalifax.org
stpaulshalifax.org
Rector: Paul Friesen
Senior Warden: Peter Secord
Junior Warden: Max Moulton
Deputy Warden: Derek Hounsell
Director of Music:
Andrew Killawee
Youth & Children’s Education Director:
Bonnie Skerritt
Honorary Assistants:
Neale Bennet
Gordon Redden
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Submissions to St. Paul’s Journal are always welcome.
Why not submit a spiritual reflection, prayer,
poem, or a book review? The deadline for the
Thanksgiving issue is September 16, 2012. We look
forward to your submissions.
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St. Paul’s Church, Halifax

Liturgies & Readings: Pentecost 2012

27 May

Pentecost Red (Outreach Focus) 10 am Eucharist

Combined Contemporary

3 June

Trinity White

11 am Eucharist

Ezekiel 37.1-14

Psalm 104.25-35

Isaiah 6:1-8

10 June

1 July

22 July

5 August

10 am Eucharist

Psalm 130

10 am Eucharist

Contemporary
Luke 1.5-25;39-45;57-80

BCP
Mark 5.21-43

Contemporary

II Corinthians 12:2-10

10 am Eucharist

Psalm 24

Mark 6:1-13

BCP

Ephesians 1:3-14

Pentecost 8 Green

10 am Eucharist

Psalm 89:20-37

Pentecost 9 Green

Mark 6:14-29

Contemporary

Ephesians 2:11-22

10 am Eucharist

Psalm 14

Mark 6:30-34, 53-56

BCP

Ephesians 3:14-21

John 6:1-21

Pentecost 10 Green (Natal Day Wkd.) 10 am Eucharist Contemporary
Psalm 51

Ephesians 4.1-16

Transfiguration Sunday White 10 am Eucharist

12 August
Daniel 7:9-14

Psalm 99

I Kings 8:22-43

10 am

Pentecost 14 Green (262 )
Psalm 45

Pentecost 15 Green

Eucharist

Psalm 125

10 am Eucharist

Psalm 98

23 September Pentecost 17 Green
Proverbs 31:10-31

Psalm 1

30 September Pentecost 18 Green
Esther 7:1-10; 9:20-22

Psalm 124

7 October Thanksgiving Sunday White
Deuteronomy 26:1-13

Psalm 100

John 6:56-69

Contemporary

James 1:16-27

10 am Eucharist
James 2:1-26

16 September Holy Cross Sunday Red (SS Launch) 10 am Eucharist
Numbers 21.4-20

Luke 9:28-36

Ephesians 6:10-20
nd

Proverbs 22:1-23

BCP

Contemporary
Ephesians 5:15-20
John 6:51-58
10 am Eucharist
BCP

Psalm 84

Song of Solomon 2:1-13

John 6.24-35

II Peter 1:16-19

19 August
Pentecost 12 Green
I Kings 2:10-12; 3:3-14
Psalm 111
26 August
Pentecost 13 Green

9 September

Mark 4:35-41

II Corinthians 8.7-17

Pentecost 7 Green

II Samuel 11.26-12.14

2 September

Mark 4:26-34

BCP

Acts 13.13-26

Psalm 48

II Samuel 11:1-15

Contemporary

II Corinthians 6:1-13

Pentecost 6 Green

II Samuel 7:1-17

29 July

Psalm 9
Psalm 85

II Samuel 6:1-19

John 3:1-17

II Corinthians 5:1-20

10 am Eucharist

Pentecost 5 Green (Canada Day) 10 am Eucharist

II Samuel 5:1-5

15 July

Psalm 20

St. John Baptist White

II Samuel 1.1; 17-27

8 July

10 am Eucharist

Pentecost 3 Green

Isaiah 40.1-11

John 15.26-27; 16.4-15

Romans 8:12-17

Pentecost 2 Green

1 Samuel 17:1-11, 32-49

24 June

9 am Eucharist

Psalm 29

1 Samuel 15:34 – 16:13

17 June

Acts 2.1-21

I Corinthians 1.18-31

9 am Eucharist
James 3:1 – 4:10

9 am Eucharist
James 4.11-5.20

10 am Eucharist

Philippians 4:4-9

Mark 7:1-23

BCP
Mark 7:24-37

Combined Contemporary
John 3.1-17

11 am Eucharist
Mark 9:30-37

11 am Eucharist
Mark 9:38-50

Combinned BCP
John 6:25-35
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Have you visited
ST. PAUL’S ONLINE
recently?

Get Connected at
www.stpaulshalifax.org

